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Ober Talks To Missing Man's Mother
By JOSHUA B. GOOD
jgood@tampatrib.com 

TAMPA - Hillsborough State Attorney Mark Ober met Tuesday with a mother whose son has been missing since December. 

The meeting was held, Pam Williams said, mostly so Ober could explain to her why his office declined to help a Tampa police detective obtain a search warrant for a suspect's residence in a case involving the disappearance of several gay men, including Williams' son, Jason Galehouse. 

Williams, of Sarasota, said she was furious when she learned last month about delays in the investigation, but she felt better after meeting with Ober. 

``In my heart, I believe he will do what he said he is going to do,'' Williams said. 

Members of Equality Florida, a gay rights group, also attended the meeting. 

In a civil lawsuit against Ober, Tampa police Detective Dale ``Chip'' DeBlock claims he found evidence that a suspect might be abducting gay men and sexually assaulting them. When he went to the state attorney's office in January for the search warrant, Ober refused. 

In June, the Drug Enforcement Administration searched the suspect's home, and DeBlock's lawsuit claims authorities found evidence of kidnapping, sexual assault and torture of victims that happened after January. 

DeBlock no longer is on the case. 

DEA Agent Scott Albrecht said it would be more accurate to describe the items found as possible evidence of kidnapping, sexual assault and torture. 

The suspect was arrested on drug charges and is under investigation in connection with the Galehouse case and the death of Michael Wachholtz, said Tampa police Maj. Jane Siling and Hillsborough County sheriff's Sgt. J.R. Burton. 

Wachholtz, 26, and Galehouse, also 26 at the time, both disappeared Dec. 20 in separate areas of Tampa. Wachholtz's body was found near Tampa in a Jeep Cherokee on Jan. 6. 

Ober declined to comment Tuesday. 

Williams said the state attorney did not offer specifics about the ongoing investigation but told her DeBlock's assertions about the case were overblown. 

Through his attorney, Thomas Gonzalez, Ober has said he offered to allow any detective except DeBlock to swear out an affidavit for the warrant. DeBlock, he said, was not trustworthy in a past case. 

Williams said she believes her son is alive. 

She has a Sarasota department store surveillance video showing a young man she says looks like Jason. 

``I'm 99 percent sure it's him,'' she said. 

Equality Florida representatives left the meeting without making any statements. 

Reporter Joshua B. Good can be reached at (813) 259-7638.
