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he sound of a prison cell door closing is
unmistakable, and means different things to
different people.

For 1200 corrections and law enforcement officers,
May 2-5, 2004 will be earmarked as the eighth annual
OLETC Mock Prison Riot™,

The Office of law Enforcement Technology
Commercialization (OLETC) and the National Institute
of Justice hosts the 8th Annual OLETC Mock Prison
Riot™ May 2-5, 2004 at the former West Virginia
Penitentiary in Moundsville, WV. The event will
be conducted in conjunction with the National
Corrections and Law Enforcement Training and
Technology Center (NCLETTC) and the West
Virginia Division of Corrections.

Designed to showcase new and emerging
corrections, law enforcement and public safety
technology, the OLETC Mock Prison Riot™ gives
officers and tactical team members the opportunity
to use and evaluate these technologies in various
scenarios. These scenarios include hostage
situations, inmate escape attempts, yard and cafeteria
disturbances and other scenarios developed by the
participating teams.

Twenty teams from 12 states including
Wisconsin, Ohio, Florida and New York are
scheduled to participate. They will be testing
technologies from more than 50 companies.
Technologies include body armor, less-lethal
munitions and crowd control devices.

Contact: Cindy Barone or Nicole Kedward 1-
888-306-5382; Liz Cousins, 724-875-2522 or visit
www.oletc.org.riot.riotmainpage.asp.

OFFICERS AIR THEIR VIEWS
ONLINE by Adele Woodyard
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Retired Sgt. Jim Preston (left) and Detective Chip
DeBlock (right) encourage officers to air their views on
the LeoAffairs.com website. (Photo supplied by Adele Woodyard)

Retired Sgt. Jim
Preston of the
e n Tampa Police
Department was

injured in the line of duty, he briefly served in Internal Affairs
Bureau. “Three months really wasn’t much of an assignment,”
he says, “but it was interesting.” Still blond at 56, the man
whao’d turned in his badge in September, 2003 after 29 years
as a cop adds, “I noticed that officers who'd take a bullet,
go head first into an armed robbery, were scared to death of
going to IAB.”

Eager to as he put it, “take away the veils, the mystery
of Internal Affairs”, Preston later tried to calm their fears by
teaching them what they could expect to happen. When his
officers gave him 30 minutes to go through the procedures
with them, he says, “I taught them to defend themselves as a
criminal defender would with an attorney.”
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